The genetics and evolution of female choice.
Darwin based his theory of evolution on the central theme of 'the struggle for existence', 'the preservation of favoured races', 'the survival of the fittest'. In addition to this 'natural selection', he proposed a second type of selection, sexual selection. 'This depends, not on a struggle for existence, but on a struggle between males for possession of the females; the result is not death to the unsuccessful competitor, but few or no offspring. Males would compete for females, and females would choose between males. Since Darwin's work, many examples of natural selection have been observed in nature and in laboratory experiments, and knowledge of genetics has given natural selective theory a sound basis. The theory of sexual selection through male competition has also been widely accepted. However, the theory of sexual selection through female choice has had a much more chequered passage.